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The town of Brandenburg in the State of
Brandenburg

Cathedral Island

Entrance of the townhall with Roland statue

Brandenburg an der Havel is a charming town whose appeals may not be obvious at first
glance, but is definitely worth a second look. While some highlights still await renovation,
others have already been reappointed to their former splendour. Once the seat of the
margrave of Brandenburg, a Prince Elector, history, culture and nature are closely entwined
in the town which historically has three independent city centres.

Cathedral island, the original heart of the town, is also home to its oldest edifice: the
Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul. Although construction began in the Romanesque style in
1165, it was completed as a Gothic cathedral. While the exterior is rather inornate, the
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cathedral surprises the visitor with its sumptuous interior.

Separated by the River Havel, the Old Town and New Town each have two magnificent gate
towers. Along with the ruins of the city walls they stand as a monument to the town's old
Gothic fortification.

Built in 1401, St. Catherine's church in the New Town is an impressive example of northern
German Gothic brick architecture. St. Gotthard's church in the Old Town was built of the
same material just a few years later. The Old Town townhall is a late Gothic brick building
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theatre offers a varied and interesting programme of plays, ballet, orchestra performances
and puppet theatre with about 400 plays, concerts and ballet performances offered per
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and while it's true that there is less to do in winter, there's nothing easier than skating a few
figure-eights on one of the many lakes which are frozen over or tobogganing down
Marienberg. The warmer it gets, the more difficult decisions get: sailing, motorboating,
rowing, fishing, swimming...take your pick! The wonderful lakes in and around Brandenburg
not only make water sport lovers' hearts beat faster, but their attractive beaches are an
invitation to relax. Hikers and bicyclists can explore the many signposted paths, equestrian
and airborne sportsmen will find ideal conditions here and even golfers wil be pleased with
the facilties available closeby.


